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The nuclear weapons states have agreed that “a nuclear war 

cannot be won and so must never be fought.” Yet, there is a robust 

ongoing nuclear arms race that includes the modernizing, production, 

and deployment of new weapons. 

Couple this with policies that include the first launching  

of a nuclear attack as well as explicit and implicit threats to do so during 

a raging violent conflict and thus we are profoundly concerned  

that the chance of the actual use of nuclear weapons is higher  

than at any previous point in history. 

We urgently need to cool down. The first step to avoid 

unimaginable catastrophe is for all nuclear armed states to adopt 

policies never to use nuclear weapons first. They can each do this 

unilaterally or collectively. The world needs this assurance. 

Out of the 193 members of the United Nations only nine possess 

nuclear weapons, yet the costs of nuclear war will be borne by all. 

Every individual has a moral right to demand the assurance 

that a No First Use policy would give and no further institution  

or other mechanism is needed for its adoption. 

Modern science highlights the severe climate risks associated  

with the nuclear war. Even a limited exchange would likely cause 

starvation on a scale never seen. Surging clouds would carry megatons 
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of soot and ash from fires high into the atmosphere,  

leading to widespread crop failures. 

Too many of the regimes, treaties, mutual assurances, 

constructive ambiguities, norms and technical mechanisms that were 

developed to govern nuclear nonproliferation and disarmament  

have in recent years eroded.  

This puts the nuclear taboo that we all depend upon at risk.  

We need to recognize this as a fact. 

We need to face up to an inconvenient truth: The deterrence 

driven stability of the Cold War was linked to bipolarity. In a multipolar 

world the risks of miscalculations increase. This increases the likelihood 

of both use and escalation. Moreover, the weapons institutionalize 

adversity when cooperation is required to effectively address critical 

global challenges such as climate change, the health of the oceans  

and rainforests and other threats to human security. 

For progress to be made the world must engage with the nuclear 

powers. The most pressing issue for our collective safety is to reduce 

the chance of nuclear weapons being used. To this end the taboo 

against the use of nuclear weapons must be strengthened. 

No First Use is a ‘low hanging fruit’. China and India already have 

such policies in place. Such a pledge by the others will be a simple, 

yet powerful, sign of decency. 

 

 


